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About AAPCHO.
The Association of Asian Pacific Community 
Health Organizations (AAPCHO) was formed to 
create a national voice to advocate for the 
unique and diverse health needs of AA and 
NHPI communities and the community health 
providers that serve their needs.



Mission & Impact

AAPCHO is dedicated to promoting 
advocacy, collaboration, and 
leadership that improves the 
health status and access of Asian 
Americans (AAs), Native Hawaiians 
(NHs), and Pacific Islanders (PIs) 
within the United States, the U.S. 
territories, and the Freely 
Associated States.
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The Infectious Diseases Society of America is a community of 
physicians, scientists and public health experts who specialize 
in infectious diseases. Their mission is to improve the health 
of individuals, communities, and society by promoting 
excellence in patient care, education, research, public health, 
and prevention relating to infectious diseases.

Infectious Diseases Society of America (IDSA)
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• The COVID-19 Health Equity Response Network 

(CHERN) is a national partnership of health centers 
dedicated to improving clinical outcomes among 
Asian, Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific 
Islander (A/AA and NH/PI) patients at risk for 
emerging infectious diseases through: 

• Webinars and virtual trainings,

• Clinical and community leader guidance on 
COVID-19 priorities for AA & NH/PI serving 
CHCs 

• Resource curation as defined by partners 
and their patient and provider needs.

• Funding provided by CDC’s National Center for 
Emerging and Zoonotic Infectious Diseases (NCEZID).

Overview of CHERN

COVID-19 Management training with USAPI health ministries, March 2022
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Identify and use relevant, timely, and culturally appropriate 
resources available on the COVID-19 Real-Time Learning 
Network website when planning for and providing COVID-19 
care. 

Session Objective



Varun Phadke, MD
Chief Medical Editor, 
COVID-19 Real-Time 
Learning Network

Maria Sundaram MSPH, 
PhD

Associate Editor, 
COVID-19 Real-Time 
Learning Network

Real Time Learning Network (RTLN) 
Speakers



Real Time Learning Network (RTLN)



COVID-19 Real-Time Learning 
Network

Purpose: 
Webinar attendees will be able to identify and use relevant, timely, and 
culturally appropriate resources available on the COVID-19 RTLN 
website when planning for and providing COVID-19 care. 

Agenda:

• High-level overview of the site & the RTLN team
• Therapeutic decision-making
• COVID-19 vaccination resources
• Variants and therapeutics
• Infection prevention in schools
• Special patient populations



COVID-19 Real-Time Learning 
Network

RTLN Overview: A center for sharing and collaboration for clinicians across 
subspecialties on COVID-19. The RTLN site will provide learning opportunities for 
clinicians not only practicing in ID, but also critical care, emergency medicine, etc.
About: Launched in 2020 and funded by CDC, with content areas including:

• Clinical Guidelines and Guidance
• Vaccines & Immunity
• SARS-CoV-2 Variants
• Therapeutics & Interventions
• Diagnostics
• Infection Prevention
• Disease Manifestations & Complications
• Patient Populations & Settings
• Policy, Advocacy, Literature and Research
• Health Equity Resources



COVID-19 RTLN Team 

Varun Phadke, MD, 
Chief Medical Editor

Maria Sundaram, MSPH, 
PhD, Associate Editor, 
Vaccines and Variants

Ethel Weld, MD, PhD, 
Associate Editor, 
Therapeutics & Interventions

William Werbel, MD
Associate Editor, Patient 
Population & Settings

Payal Patel, MD, 
MPH, Associate 
Editor, Infection 
Prevention

Marjorie Connolly, MA
Senior Online Editor

Sonali Advani, MBBS, 
MPH, Associate Editor, 
@RealTimeCOVID19

Dana Wollins, DrPH, 
IDSA VP Clinical Affairs 
and Guidelines 

Gayle Levy, MS, 
IDSA Sr. Director, 
Digital Strategy



Therapeutic Decision-Making
Assisting busy clinicians with treatment decisions

Navigating treatment options Drug-specific reference guides Links to up-to-date guidelines



COVID-19 Vaccination Resources
Supporting public health departments with informational 

resources and messaging materials
Up-to-date dosing infoPatient-facing 

resources 
Vaccine conversation facilitators



Variants and Therapeutics

Clinicians needing guidance about epidemiologic trends



Infection Prevention in Schools

Breakdowns of key literature Conversations to put findings in context



Special Patient Populations

Pediatrics Pregnant/Lactating Individuals Immunocompromised

Clinicians caring for patients with unique considerations



COVID-19 Health Equity Resources 
(CHER)



Mati Hlatshwayo Davis, 
MD, MPH

Associate Editor, COVID 
Health Equity Resources

COVID-19 Health Equity Resources (CHER)
Speaker



COVID-19 Health Equity Resources: 
Overview & Learning Objective

Overview

• Walkthrough of the site & the CHER team

• Overview of the video series

• How to utilize CHER and sharing resources



COVID-19 Health Equity Resources: 
Team 

Mati Hlatshwayo 
Davis, MD, MPH 
Associate Medical 
Editor 

Ravina Kullar, 
PharmD, MPH, 
FIDSA 
Assistant Editor

Salandra Thomas
Project Advisor & 
Steering Committee 
Member
 

Laura Titkemeyer
Workstream Project 
Lead

Bentley Brown, 
PhD
Video Production 
Editor
 



COVID-19 Health Equity Resources:
Purpose & Goals 

Needs:

• Help frontline clinicians caring for patients with COVID-19 to consider how COVID-19 is impacting populations that have 

historically been medically underserved (i.e., Black Americans, Latinx communities and Native Americans), and to 

evaluate interventions that may help to improve health outcomes for these populations.

Goals:

• Curate existing tools and develop new educational resources to help clinicians increase their skills in providing culturally 

competent care and reduce health impacts related to COVID-19

• Help clinicians increase their ability to provide culturally competent care and to be attuned to the issues that diverse 

communities are likely to face in health care settings and within society now and beyond the current pandemic. 

Title Change (November 2021): 

• Disparities & Culturally Competent Care 🡪 COVID Health Equity Resources 



Education & Training



Equitable COVID Care for 
Diverse Patients



Research



Toolkit to Address Health Inequities 
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Video Series

Increasing awareness of cultural nuances impacting care Supporting clinicians in addressing vaccine concerns with 

patients with a lens on equity 



Utilizing COVID Health 
Equity Resources

"One stop shop" for all COVID-19 
health equity resources

To be used for education, 
teaching, policy development, 
communication and publishing

To build collaborations between 
entities that would otherwise not 
be connected

Our goal is to have this shared 
widely to increase awareness 
throughout the Infectious 
Diseases community and beyond



Audience Suggestions



Resources



Get the Facts Campaign - Translated Resources 
Library

The Get the Facts campaign is based on CDC guidance, offering facts about COVID-19 vaccines in a simple 
and memorable way that counters common misconceptions. These facts address cost, ingredients, side 
effects, eligibility and more.

Each set of materials includes translations in more than 30 languages as well as the ability for you to 
customize the logo, URL, photo and more.

Get the resources: https://nrcrim.org/vaccines/campaigns/get-facts-campaign 

https://nrcrim.org/vaccines/campaigns/get-facts-campaign


● COVID-19 Vaccine

● In-Language Materials

● COVID-19 Clinical Care

● Regional COVID-19 Resources

● Addressing Anti-Asian Racism

● COVID-19 and Mental Health

www.aapcho.org/covid19 

COVID-19 Resource Hub

http://www.aapcho.org/covid19
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Session 2: Wednesday, September 14 - 
Promising Practices for Outreach and 
Support for Elders

Session 3: Wednesday, September 28 - 
Lessons Learned During the COVID-19 
Pandemic and Key Takeaways for Future 
Infectious Disease Outbreaks

Session 4: Wednesday, October 19 - Health 
Center Preparations for Clinical Care after 
the End of the Public Health Emergency

Upcoming Sessions



Questions? 

Email us at
training@aapcho.org


